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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
7:06 p.m

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: CGood eveni ng. Thank
you for comng out for the Mayor's public hearing on
the draft Convention Center Area Strategi c Devel opnent
Pl an.

M/ nane is Chris Shaheen. |'mthe Ward 2
Nei ghbor hood Pl anner in the D.C. Ofice of Planning.
Over the last 18 nonths, I've been working with the
conmunity to develop this plan.

The final docunment will becone
suppl enental gui dance to District agencies hel ping
themto develop public policy for the study area in
regards to affordabl e housing, retail, and
infrastructure, as well as guiding private devel opnent
and the use of land that's in public ownership.

As many of you know, we held our first
public neeting of the planning process in Cctober of
2003, and the last public nmeeting in July of 2004.

The next steps for this plan will include making final
revisions before it is submtted fromthe Mayor's
office to the D.C. Council for its approval as a smal
area pl an.

We are hoping to get this docunent to

Council by the end of summer. And, based on conments
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that ny office has received since the draft was
rel eased, there will probably be a nunber of revisions
made between now and t hen.

After that, ny office wll submt a
package of information to the Mayor's office, who wll
then submt it to the Council. The Council will hold
their own public hearing that they will schedul e and
the community will be able to testify at that neeting
as wel | .

Tonight's hearing is going to be very
structured. It has to be so so the transcriber can
record your comments and to nake sure we hear from
everyone who has registered to testify.

W are going to strictly adhere to the
three-mnute time allotnment for hearing comments.
Vivian Querra, who is also with the Ofice of Planning
will give you a one mnute warning sign and a 30
second warni ng sign

W will not be entertaining questions
about the plan or its recommendations. This hearing
is to receive public comments pertaining to the plan
only.

The order of those giving testinony
reflects the order that people notified our office to

testify. |If the person is not here when they are
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called, they will be given the chance to testify when
they arrive.

When you begi n your testinony, state your
name and the organi zation you represent, if any. |If
time allows, after all registered to testify have
spoken, we will open the floor for additional coments
fromthose who have not already testified.

And, with that, | will call Tim Muck
Pl ease sit at the table and give your nane and
organi zation you're with.

MR MACK: M nane is TimMick and 1'mthe
Chai rman of the Board of Shaw Main Streets.

Thank you for the opportunity to address
this group concerning the Convention Center Area
Strategi c Devel opnent Plan. Overall, it is an
excellent effort and represents a great deal of work
on behalf of both the Ofice of Planning and the
conmuni ty.

As Chai rman of the Board of Shaw Min
Streets, | speak on behal f of businesses and residents
in the Shaw area along 9th and 7th, between K and
Fl ori da Avenue.

W have only one major set of concerns
about the plan. But these concerns are of a serious

nature. W've already sent a letter detailing the
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concerns, so |l will only sumrarize themin under the
three-mnutes | have to speak.

The 1500 and 1600 unit bl ocks of 9th
Street have not been included in the plan's designated
9th Street Commercial District. And we are concerned
about that. This lack of inclusionis in spite of the
I ong history as m xed use areas, traditionally housing
ground floor retail, which is in concert with the
gui del i nes endorsed by the National Main Streets
Programand by the City Main Streets Program

Wi | e these bl ocks have not been in the
past formally zoned G 2-A, their use has been
grandfathered. And we feel the continued m xed use
reflects the historic pattern of devel opnment and the
best use of these two bl ocks.

If the plan as witten presently has the
ef fect of opposing and suppressing continued and
producti ve conmercial mxed use growmh within these
two bl ocks, we must go on record as opposi ng that
desi gnati on.

Wil e the Strategi c Devel opnent Pl an
shoul d serve as a guide for future devel opnent
patterns, it should not act as an artificial barrier
to the use needs of those citizens and the

entrepreneurs who live and work in the Convention
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Center area.

The design of a neatly patterned bl ock
di agram shoul d not suppress essential econom c growh
in the Shaw nei ghborhood. Progress as robust growth
is nore often organic than "neat". It is lively and
vital and we need to support it and not suppress it.

Accordingly, | request that the 1500 and
1600 bl ocks of 9th Street be designated C 2-A on the
Convention Center Area Strategic Devel opnent Pl an.
Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Frank
Mobilio. If you can please state your nane and
or gani zati on.

MR MBILIG Sure. Frank Mbilio, Logan
Crcle Comunity Association President. Thank you for
this opportunity to present the Logan Grcle Comunity
Associ ation's comments on this draft strategic plan.

LCCA forned a small commttee to comment
and review this plan. This commttee consisted of
Harvey Chip Anbe, TomBell, M ke Cold Bernardo, Shasta
Jones, LCCA's Vice President and Chair of the
Envi ronment Conmittee, and nyself as Chair.

The conm ttee nenbers, excluding nyself,
reside within the boundaries of the draft plan. Many

conm ttee nmenbers have al so participated in the public
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previous neetings for commrenting on the plan and bel ow
is our summary and conments.

Qur overall inpression is favorable. W
appreciate that the Ofice of Planning has
i ncorporated many of the community's concerns and
recommendations to the draft plan that were raised in
several public forunms over the last two years.

We recommend that the open space and park
spaces be mai ntai ned and enhanced to provide |ight,
clean air, rainwater absorption and percol ation, as
wel | as breathing space for the conmmunity.

The concept of open spaces for a healthy
community is given great weight in the long history of
city planning and we hope that the O fice of Pl anning
encourages this tradition in the area.

The proposed bike trails are a good first
step in enhancing the livability of the community and
encour agi ng the sustai nable comunity as well as
reduci ng autonobile traffic and pollution, as well as
providing a safe |lane for cyclists.

We recommend that the District Departnent
of Transportation continue to work with the conmunity
to enhance the 11th Street streetscape. LCC actively
encour ages devel opnent along this street to serve the

needs of residents and visitors.
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We also agree with the ideas proposed in
the plan for the Shaw Junior H gh and the Seaten
El enentary School sites. These two schools are in
poor condition and were designed such that they do not
take full advantage of their sites.

As the plan identifies, both school sites
have rarely used concrete plazas. Redevel oping the
sites through the creative public/private partnerships
t hat include new schools, recreation areas, and m xed
used housings would certainly benefit the quality of
life and education for area residents.

We al so hope that the District will mnake
a decision soon as to the Convention Center Hotel
site. In the neantine, especially along the 9th
Street Corridor, the District must insure that those
busi nesses comng into the area are the best use for
any said property, serve the real needs of the
i medi ate comunity, and allow for the economc
expansi on of the area.

We strongly hope that the District
governnment and the District agencies listen to the
concerns of local residents as to their needs as to
t he appropri ateness of proposed establishments that
will be located along this area and other areas of the

corridor.
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W | ook forward to working with your
office and other District agencies to continue to
bring renewed life and vibrancy to this community.
Thank you very mnuch for this opportunity.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Al ex Padro.
Pl ease state your name and organi zati on.

MR PADRO |I'm Al exander M Padro and |I'm
Advi sory Nei ghbor hood Comm ssioner for Single Menber
District 2001, which includes 20 bl ocks in Central
Shaw wi t hin the plan area.

There are four concerns that |'ve
enunerated in ny witten comments submtted to the
Ofice of Planning previously. | wll quickly go
through the first three, and then concentrate on the
| ast one.

The first deals with outdated information
regarding the plans the D.C. Public School Systens for
both Seaten and Shaw. Both of those plans now have
changed since the information that was included in the
February draft, which is what | presune everyone's
commenting on. It is what | am comenting on.

And, as a result, adjustnents need to be
made because there's sinply erroneous information
about DCPS s plans that are confusing to people that

know ot herw se.
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' mnot addressing the audience. |'m
addr essing the m crophone. Sorry.

The second issue relates to the threat to
exi sting and very precious and very limted green
space, play space, and open space. And while the plan
very correctly notes that this is one of the
nei ghbor hoods that has the | east anmbunt of such space
inthe entire District, unfortunately it also states
that it may be desirable to have public/private
partnershi ps that may encroach on that very limted
space in order to generate new school s.

That is an issue of concern. Especially
since we fought off the Seaten proposal that is
nmentioned as being active in the plan in the draft in
February.

The third issue deals with the statenents
made about Kel sey Gardens Apartnents. There is a
statenment there that a devel oper has expressed an
interest in denolishing those buil dings, replacing
themw th higher density and ground floor retail.

In fact, if the plan is really supposed to
be supporting long tinme residents in affordable
housi ng being in the nei ghborhood, we shoul d be
tal ki ng about the fact that the Kelsey Gardens

Tenant's Association is working to buy their buil ding
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so that there will be no displacenent at all. | think
that is very critical to address in the plan.

And then, lastly, the 1500 bl ock of 9th
Street and the properties on the corner of 9th, Q and
Rhode |sland Avenue. |f Carter G Wodson were to
cone to Shaw under the provisions of the
recommendati ons for the 1500 bl ock of 9th Street under
t he Convention Center Area Strategic Devel opnent Pl an,
he woul d not be able to establish his office at 1538
9th Street. He would be prevented from doing that.

For over a century, buildings have had
ground floor retail on that block. They continue to
have ground floor retail on that block. 1It's only
been recently that Shiloh Baptist Church and ot hers
have decided to board up sonme of those spaces and not
have those tenants any nore.

But that's only a tenporary condition.

W' ve had three new busi nesses open up on the bl ock in
the past year. W're going to have nore. It is
critical that this plan respect the historic m xed use
character of that block and nake sure that that very
critical corner at 9th, Q and Rhode Island, that has
tens of thousands of cars going by it every day is a
retail location so that we can capture that as the

northern termnus or gateway to the lower 9th Street
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retail corridor. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. For those
who can't exactly hear everything that's being
commented, the roomis set up the way it i s because
they' re speaking into a mcrophone so that we can get
all of the coments transcri bed.

As far as being able to read or hear what
the coments were, they will be posed on our website
and we will mail themto anyone if you will contact
our office. W can certainly nmake them avail abl e.

Pl easant Mann. State your nane and the

organi zation you are with, if any.

MR MANN. Ckay. H . |I'm Pleasant Mann.
|'ma resident of Shaw. | live at 1519 8th Street
N W

What | want to do is briefly bring over --
| have to say, in general, | admre your efforts over
the two years that you've -- | think it's been al nost

two years, of trying to set up the area plan and do a
t hor ough investigation of the needs of the
nei ghborhood in trying to develop -- cone up with a
plan for the future.

However, there is one little oversight.
For historic reasons, part of 9th Street on the 1600

and 1500 bl ocks are -- there is no call to rezone them
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for comercial activity.

| have no idea why they were -- why
they're not currently use zoned for conmerci al
activity. 1In fact, ny house resides in a commercia
zone, but unfortunately | don't want to have a
busi ness there.

Unfortunately, what this does though is
this sort of denies the historical nature of the
nei ghborhood. | know that 9th Street isn't quite as
old of a cormmercial quarter as 7th street has been
It only became commercial in 1872, when the
Metropolitan Cable Care Conpany put a |line down 9th
Street.

However, since then 9th Street becanme a
maj or commercial corridor. And you still see
comerci al buildings now Unfortunately, they are not
-- they're in a residential zone now.

Even t hough your plan calls for rezoning
certain areas to encourage commercial devel opnent, the
two bl ocks of 9th Street 1500 and 1600, are not part
of it. And | think they should be because, if we're
trying to encourage conmercial devel opnent, it would
hel p if your plan designated them as conmercial zones.

Currently, the area has suffered because

it has been the burden of the devel oper to try to go
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to the Zoning Board to try to get them changed to
conmer ci al, even though they've been designed
conmer ci al buildings. Even though they've been
commercial buildings for 125 years. And it seens a
terribl e shane.

And for the past 20 years, they' ve been
sort of suffering because it -- the burden is too
great for nost conmmercial devel opers. You know,
guess, in general sonething cane to m nd about
Soj ourner Truth, where their thing about see if you
have a full cup and I have a half cup, wouldn't you be
mean not to fill ny half cup

You know, we aren't asking for a Target or
Val Mart. W just want to get the nei ghborhood to have
the comercial life it used to have. And by rezoning
-- encouraging the rezoning of 1500 and 1600 to a
commerci al status that they once held, it will go a
| ong way to doing that.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Ray
M | ef sky.

MR M LEFSKY: M nane is Ray M| ef sky.
| live at 817 Q Street. |I'ma resident of the
nei ghbor hood for 20 years.

| would like to register ny nost

voci ferous opposition to the rezoning of the 1500 and
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1600 bl ocks of 9th street.

The R-4 designation of residential with
option to go conmercial with the consent of the
nei ghborhood is a workabl e and desirabl e option.
Having G4, we don't know what is going to conme next
to us.

| would also like to register ny
disaffection with this process in the sense that I
spoke to two of ny nei ghbors who just cane today.

They were totally unaware of this process and of these
hearings. They live on 9th street and will be
affected directly by commercial devel opnent.

In nmy 20 year tenure, the property next to
ny house has been vacant for a goodly percentage of
it. But for seven years, | was subject to |living next
to aracist cult that was engaged in all sorts of
activities. And the owner of the property was never
hel pful. He was usually just the opposite.

Twi ce we fought agai nst crack whores and,
with no help fromthe owner of the property. This
sane owner, M. Mchael Sendar, is now desirous of
turning these properties into a comercial operation
on the first floor and the second and third fl oor
bei ng nmade residential.

Al t hough | wel cone seeing the devel opnent
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of these properties and M. Anbe knows very well that
| whole heartedly supported his full comercial --
full residential devel opnent of that area -- of that
said property, | amvery concerned that M. Sendar
will put in sonmething that is totally undesirable for
t he nei ghborhood; a liquor store, a greasy spoon
pl ace, a place where | have to deal with vats of
grease and cooking snells and that sort of thing.

And, wi thout the consent of the
nei ghbor hood, we don't have any voice. And this is
why | amstrongly, strongly urging all of ny nei ghbors
who live in the vicinity of the -- of the two areas is
to maintain that status as a R4 residence. Thank
you.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Lynn
Johnson.

MR JOHNSON: Good evening. |'mLynn
Johnson with the West m nster Nei ghborhood Associ ati on,
at 9th and Westm nster. Roughly, we represent 160
househol ds. W're happy to be here to give our
comments to what we think is a very inportant study
that's taken a lot of time and effort so far.

W're going tolimt it tonight to sinply
the 1900 block of 9th Street NW And that's between

T and U And basically we're tal king about the west
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si de.

As | understand the plan, it currently --
well, as | understand the zoning, it currently is
industrial. Although it's not used that way. And I
understand that plan would suggest that it be used for
conmercial. And we appreciate that.

However, the west side and nostly the
southern half of the west side is primarily
residential at the nonment. And we're asking that that
part of it be comrercial and residential, mxed use.

The east side, we note, has nostly
busi nesses and vacant properties at this time. As you
may know, there's a project at 1931 9th Street that
will add quite a fewresidential units to that bl ock
if it does cone true.

It's unclear to us what's recomended by
Ofice of Planning for the 8th Street section of the
1900 bl ock, but we would think that the east side
shoul d be conmmrensurate with whatever is requested for
zoning on the E Street portion of that.

If we ook at the west side from1902 to
1924 9th Street, it's nearly all residential. Only
two of these 12 properties currently have busi ness
uses in them

What's nost inportant, though, is that
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those particular properties back up onto the
residences at 9 1/2 Street. Now there is no alley
between 9 1/2 Street residences and the 9th Street
properties on the west side. So what they do directly
affects each ot her

There is a parking lot com ng up the 1900
bl ock of 9th Street on the west side at 1931. And it
appears at some point that may well have been an
al l ey.

What we're suggesting is, that fromthat
poi nt south, that it be zoned residential on the west
side. And that being a | ogical division between
commerci al and residential.

And we woul d request that the few
busi nesses on the sout hwest portion that are there be
| eft as nonconformng, with the hope that eventually
they too would be restored to residential. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Lori
Dodson.

M5. DCDSON:  Good afternoon. Chris,
Vivian, good to see you. | am M. Lori Dodson. | am
here representing the Board of Directors for the
Thurgood Marshall Center Trust, as well as the Shaw
Heritage Trust. And, for the record, we would just

like to support the letter that was sent to Chris
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Shaheen by the United Pl anni ng O ganizati on.

The United Pl anning Organi zation i s one of
our partners, as is the Oton Organization. They've
been involved with the formng of the Thurgood
Marshal | Center Trust and the Shaw Heritage Trust
since its very beginning. And their interest in
seei ng businesses return to the 1500 bl ock and 1600
bl ock of 9th street is also sonething that we share;
that interest.

| would also like to add, for the record,
that the Thurgood Marshall Center is a very inportant
place to learn from froma historical standpoint as
we begin to develop this area. And especially
consi dering the various historic | andmarks throughout
t he Shaw nei ghbor hood, we urge the -- we urge the
pl anners to take -- to consider |ooking at the
Thurgood Marshall Center and how that organization is
formed; what's going on there now, sonme of our
struggl es and successes; in planning for other
hi storic | andmarks throughout Shaw. Thank you very
much.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Arnond
Spi kel | .

MR SPI KELL: M nane is Arnond Spikel .

|'"ma principal with the Madi son Retail G oup and
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Rhodesi de Devel opnent and a owner of the O Street
Mar ket property. And I'mglad to have this
opportunity to applaud the work that the O fice of
Pl anni ng has done on this conprehensive plan.

I'd like to address two issues in
particular. One is the retail corridor, which I think
is an excellent idea and is consistent with our
pl anned redevel opnent of the O Street Market property.

Now that said, by the way, | noted in the
pl an that there was sone $31, 000, 000 projected to be
currently spent outside of the area. And | do think
that the area is terribly under served for retail and
that the corridor stretching south on 7th Street to O
west on O and south on 9th Street will be a very
excel  ent corridor and workable. However, | don't
know it's necessary to restrict retail from other
parts of the nei ghborhood.

The other think I'd like to address is the
housing issue. | noted in the plan that increased
density is encouraged for sites as a way to pronote
af fordabl e housing. And I think that that's an
excel l ent idea and that one thing that shoul d be kept
in mnd that additional density also will attract
addi tional retailers.

The one thing that retailers like is to
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have nore custoners living close to their stores. So
| think the two will go hand in hand.

As for our project, our plan that we're
currently working with includes affordabl e housing.

It includes additional retail. It includes
opportunities for local and small busi nesses.

And one other thing that it includes,
which | think is inmportant to keep in mnd going
forward on any plan, is parking. | nean, parking,
fromwhat we've learned in this neighborhood is
critical and needs to be considered in the devel opnent

of, especially the retail corridor, but al so housing.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Mary
Sut her | and.

M5. SUTHERLAND: Thank you. Mary
Sutherland. |'m President of Rhode Island avenue Thru

P Street Nei ghborhood Associ ation and President of
COPE, Citizen Oganized Patrol Efforts.

| would like to state and |let the record
show that | will oppose -- |'m opposing the Convention
Cent er Devel oprent pl anned, nmainly because of |ack of
communi cati on.

If you will |ook around this roomthis

evening, you will see very fewresidents that's here.
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There's so many of themthat was totally unaware of
what is happening. Decisions and discussion has been
made wi thout the community as a whole -- as a whol e.

And |, for one, haven't been notified
regardi ng anything really fromthe Shaw and Main
Street or manner. And | have a big problemw th that.
Because | ama resident for 37 1/2 years. So if
there's information that | was not privileged to, not
nmeeting the others.

| think mne's going to be very short
because | am opposing this plan. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SHAHEEN:  Thank you. Betty

Newel|. There are sone seats in the front if anyone
in the back want's to use them |'msorry. Go ahead.
M5. NEVELL: M nane is Betty Newell. [I'm

the President of the East Central G vic Association
and "'malso aresident. And | just want to say it
like this. | amalso a citizen of the United States
of Ameri ca.

And this plan has a ot of things in it
and |'ve gone through it and read as nmuch as | coul d.
Tonight, | don't have tinme to address every issue, but
| can't say the page nunber because the pages are not
nunbered. But it has one part in this plan about

nei ghbor hood assessnent. And that part really caught
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ny eye.

Now for exanple, to show you that | am on
target with sone of the things | say, paragraph -- the
| ast paragraph says during the 1980s and 1990s, |ong
time residents who remained in the community
aggressively fought to keep their neighborhood free of
local -- of crine. Local Oange Hat Patrols, |ed by
community | eaders played a significant role. And you
know, | brought that to you all's attention. And you
did change that because it was really the Red Hats who
had fought this.

So, like I said, tinme does not permt but
it's alot of other things in here. For exanple,
African Arericans with this plan, we've got affordable
housing. W have training. W need jobs. W need a
ot of things. So you say you're going to bring a
retail in and all those things.

But ny point is, if the community is not
a vital part, inclusive of African Amrericans, to nake
certain that we get a clear view and a piece of every
different pie you serve, we will again be left out.
Because, if you read this page, it says the Federal
CGovernnment did not invest a lot into Shaw

Years ago, Shaw was predom nantly African

Aneri can. It had all kind of African Anerican
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| eaders, businesses, and everything. So you notice
the trend as it has gone, we are being pushed out of
the city because we can't afford it.

|'' m speaking for ny people that's in ny
area. W cannot afford this affordabl e housing that
you all are tal king about. The jobs, we are not
getting our fair share of the jobs. Wen retail cone
in, ny point is, how much of this retail wll we
really be involved in?

And | say that because even though you
hire us tenporarily, it seens as thought it's just a
matter of time before we are pushed out of the job.
So | think all of -- when you do this strategic plan,
| know you're tal king about zoning all of this stuff,
but we want to nmake certain this report includes other
t hi ngs ot her than what you have in it.

And because we have not been a part of al
of the planning -- | went to two neetings, so |l as a
| eader need to be involved in nore than just two
nmeetings. So, as far as this plan is concerned, |
would like to recommrend that it be tabled for further
study done until nore people such as nyself and
| eaders such as nysel f and community peopl e,
residents, can becone a part of the planning and be

able to go through this docunent.
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Let ne say this. A lot of people read,
but they may not have the understanding that | have.
And that's how you can get over on peopl e when they
don't really understand things.

So, | think this plan needs to be brought
back again before it's finalized; nore people
i nvol ved. You have the high schools. You need to
reach certain people who woul d never cone to a
meeting. Find sone way to get people out to these
neetings, is ny point. Find a way to get us invol ved
so we woul d know what is really going on

| know ny tine is expiring. And | said |
can't address everything. But | would not like to see
this finalized until we have tinme to be a part of it.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Barbara
Curtis. If she cones later, we'll give her the
opportunity to speak. Doris Brooks.

M5. BROOKS: First of all, my nanme is
Doris Brooks. 1've been a resident of this area so
long and |'ve seen so nmany changes. | definitely
oppose this Convention Center Strategic Devel opnent
Pl an.

Nunber 1, we don't need this plan right
now. W need sone decent schools and affordable

housing is nothing but a lie. Min Street has been
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est abl i shed and not doi ng anyt hi ng.

And, when you M. stop going around and
knocki ng on people's doors to get themto sell their
houses. This plan will not work. And I will not
support it. And I told ny neighbors about it and they
are not supporting it either.

Take that back to your office.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: There's a bl ue Chevy
Mal i bu that's parked outside. |It's about to get a
ticket. |If that's anyone's car. doria H ghtower?

El oi se Wahab? Lillian Gordon? Al Hajj Mahdi Leroy J.
Thor pe?

MR THORPE: (Good evening, M. Chairman.
Al Hajj Mahdi Leroy J. Thorpe, Jr., Chairman of ANG
2C Conm ssi on.

"Il get right to the point. |If you | ook
around the room you've got 21 people on the list. |If
you | ook at this community, it's not even reflective
of the inpacted residents.

The Shaw Heritage Fund, the Manet
| ncor porated National Trust, Shaw, and Main Streets
have all failed to work closely with the ANC. Even
our ANC Commi ssioner in this area, A exander Padro,
has not shared information with us and he's the

Executive Director of the Shaw and Main Streets. It's
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been totally exclusive, even fromyour office.

|'ve | ooked at sonme of the neetings where
it was basically people that was basically targeted.
Even when you | ooked at the line-up of this list, it's
basi cal | y bogus.

| mean, you have people that live right
here that shoul d have been -- shoul d have had first
preference to basically testify.

Let nme just say that the ANC 2C Conm ssi on
has not taken any action yet on this plan. However,
| amvery interested in what M. M| efsky and ot her
residents of this community have to say about rezoning
the 1500 and 1600 bl ock of 9th Street.

At this particular point, | as one vote on
the Conm ssion, I'mnot in favor of rezoning it. |
agree with himthat we don't know what we're going to
get with the retail comng there

And | would like to invite everybody to
cone out to our July 6 ANC neeting at 6;30 p.m at
Africa Building, 440 R Street N W, because we will be
voting on the Mayor's Convention Center Area Strategic
Devel oprrent Plan as well as this so called proposal to
rezone the 1500 and 1600 bl ock of 9th Street.

Let nme just say, Chris, that | don't think

you' ve done a very good job. [I've talked with your
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boss on this. W've nmet with Stanley Jackson from
Econom ¢ Devel opnent.

It appears that you' ve been talking to
peopl e that have basically been trying to divide you
fromtalking to other |eaders in comunity
organi zations such as the East Central G vic
Associ ation and the Rhode Island through P Street
Nei ghbor hood Association, Gtizen O ganized Patrol
Efforts, commonly known as the Red Hats, of which I'm
t he co-founder, and nyself as Chairnman of the ANC have
not been privy to a lot of things that have been goi ng
on regarding this plan.

And |l et ne go ahead and al so throw t he
National Trust out. | think | did nmention the
National Trust in here. And also the Ofice of
Econom c Devel opnent as well, in terns of the outreach
coordinators for this Ward has not been very thorough
in getting people included in this process.

This process is a process of an econom c
devel opnent plan that basically benefits the wealthy
and basically forces long termresidents out of this
conmunity. Anybody with commobn sense that represents
this community with any organi zati on woul d not even
support this plan.

|"min opposition to it; however, the
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Comm ssion has not taken a final vote. W wll take
a final vote at our next nonthly neeting, next nonth
so we can have sonething on record.

Thank you very nuch for allowing nme to
testify.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. M ke
Sendar? This is not a presentation. This is
general ly an opportunity to coment specifically on
the recommendations in the Strategi c Devel opnent Pl an.

MR SENDAR. M/ nane is Mchael D. Sendar.
| amthe owner of the three lots at the corner of Q
Street, 9th Street, and Rhode Island Avenue. | have
owned the property since 1987.

Wien | purchased it and for about 10 years
thereafter, it was occupied by the Nubian Islamc
Hebrew M ssion, a religious group. For the entire
period, the group operated a retail store for the sale
of religious books and artifacts at 816 Rhode | sl and
Avenue.

In prior years, all three addresses have
been used for retail. In fact, as appears froml and
records, the buildings originally contained show
wi ndows on the outside; which is an indication they
were designed and originally used for retail.

My architect, Darrell Ri ppeteau, would
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have testified tonight as to the natural inherent
retail character of the buildings, but he cannot be
here because of his wife's illness.

If only for its character and its
prom nent |ocation, the building is special. There is
an opportunity here to create a structure and
busi nesses which woul d uplift the nei ghborhood.

Recently | submtted a proposal to the
Ofice of Planning for a m xed use devel opnent at the
site. | have an enlarged drawi ng of the project right
there if anyone should care to see it after the
nmeet i ng.

It provides for two retail sites at the
ground | evel and two stories of residential. The
retail which is envisioned is a café or deli at the
corner and perhaps a patisserie or other nei ghborhood
store on the Q Street side.

The drawi ngs have been prepared by M.

Ri ppeteau with a keen eye towards the needs and
architecture of the nei ghborhood, with which he is
intimately famliar.

At a neeting on May 31st, the Ofice of
Pl anning, through its representatives, indicated its
prelimnary disapproval of the project. If that

position is maintained, it is unlikely that this
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project will survive.

The primary reason offered for the
di sapproval was that the first floor retail is
i nconsistent with current zoning and with the
conpr ehensi ve plan. Under that plan, the 1500 and
1600 bl ocks of 9th Street are designated for
residential .

The OP has concl uded that the
conpr ehensi ve plan and exi sting zoni ng provides
sufficient retail opportunities for the nei ghborhood.
In fact, retail was planned on 9th Street up to P
Street and on all of the conparable stretches of 7th
Street.

What is the basis for distinguishing 9th
Street, a major north/south corridor, from7th Street?
What is the basis for distinguishing the two bl ock
stretch of 9th Street fromthe rest of 9th Street
bel ow Rhode | sl and Avenue?

If ever there was a corner which cried out
for tasteful retail developnent, it is this prom nent
corner of 9th and Rhode I|sland Avenue.

If ny viewis shared by any of the
nei ghbor hood residents in attendance, | encourage you
to make your feelings known to the O fice of Planning,

whi ch has the power to alter its reconmendation
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Finally, I wish to dispute M. MIlefsky's

earlier characterization of ny notives and of ny plans
for the space. | have no plans for a liquor store or
for a greasy spoon or for any other tawdry retail
enterprise. In fact, ny hope is to create a first
class building with first class retail around which
t he nei ghbor hood woul d congregat e.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Dani el Ri ppeteau is not
here so we'll go on to Virginia Lee.

M5. LEE: Good evening. M nane is
Virginia Lee and I'ma resident of the Shaw comunity
in Ward 2.

| wish to speak to the inportant role the
Carter G Wodson House plays in the enhancenent of
the character of this neighborhood. It possesses
exceptional value in illustrating and interpreting the
cultural thenes of this nation's heritage found in the
African American experience.

The proposed renovati on of the Wodson
House will serve as a synbol of the rebirth of this
once cohesive and |iveable community. Even in its
present state, it is a nagnet -- a powerful nmagnet in
drawing visitors to this area through the African

American Heritage Trail.
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As a Shaw resident, | do not want the
conmunity to be marked into comercial conformty with
national retailer lining the streets. Shaw needs
sonething with the ability to provide visible and
sust ai ned influence on the area.

The Convention Center neets both criteria,
but it lacks the humani stic appeal that gives ne a
sense of place. The Carter G W.odson House is an
aut hentic exanple of a popular architectural style
characteristic in Washington in the 1890s, and has
signi ficant conponents of the historic | andscape of
the Shaw H storic District.

The commenoration of Dr. Wodson's nanme on
the park |ocated at 9th and Rhode |sland Avenue by the
Shaw Main Streets establishes as visual and physi cal
I ink between his honme and the historic Phyllis
Weat | ey YWCA

The Carter G Wodson House is centrally
| ocated at 1538 9th Street. Its preservation wll
help retain the original residential character of this
portion of 9th Street which includes the H storic Shaw
Bapti st Church.

The National Park Service and the
Associ ation for the Study of African Anerican H story,

which currently owns the house, are planning a
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cul tural organi zati on woven into the fabric of the
Shaw comunity, creating new possibilities for the
Carter G Wodson House, that include multi-use
bui l dings for scientific study, public use,
recreation, and cultural entertai nment.

It will offer both formal and i nfornal
educational enrichment for the surroundi ng schools and
universities. The interpretive exhibits and hosting
of special events will allow a natural collection to
a gromng arts comunity.

Its adm nistrative operation will provide
job opportunities for the local residents and require
goods and services that can provide business for the
surroundi ng comunity.

The Wodson House is positioned to
cooperate, not conpete with the grow ng busi ness
community. It offers a high degree of historical
integrity and will allowthis to be played out as a
benefit for living and working in an historic
district.

The | ocation of the Carter G Wodson
House is transit oriented and pedestrian friendly.
The three Metro stations |ocated in wal king di stance
to the Carter G Wodson House will help in noving the

anticipated increase in foot traffic on the streets of
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Shaw, and offer the snall businesses as consi stent
fl ow of potential customers.

| thank you for this very conprehensive
plan. It was the first |I've ever read. | feel that
the Carter G Wodson House's place in it would serve
as a cornerstone in the Gty's planning for this
corridor. | thank you for this opportunity to
hi ghlight a national historic |andmark and treasure
whi ch has cultural significance in this community.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Hal Davit?

MR DAVIT: 1'd like to thank the Ofice
of Planning for inviting us to testify. | amHarold
Davit, President of the Blagden Al ey Association and
this testinmony is in support of the nodal devel opnent
of 11lth Street between L and M

The Bl agden Al |l ey nei ghborhood represents
the area imedi ately to the west of the Convention
Center. This sinple fact explains the reasoning
behi nd our reconmmendation. That is, we expect 9th
Street to develop with street |evel conmmercia
busi nesses generally oriented to deriving significant
portions of their income from Convention attendees.

I n other words, these businesses will not
be oriented primarily to the needs of the residents.

Certainly, while sonme of the businesses wll be
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Street, between L and M Street, residential |inear,
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conmercial, and nodal, the nodal is the nost preferred

by our group for several reasons.

We need sone place to shop that we can
wal k to for things |ike dry cl eaning, conveni ence
stores, coin operated |aundries, |ocal restaurants,
and the |iKke.

Bot h nodal and commercial wll provide
this, whereas pure residential would not. It should
be noted here that, from9th and 10th Street, 13th
Street is a bit of a trek, especially in bad weat her
or late at night. So that a heavily devel oped 13th

Street would not satisfy our needs.

The |inear comercial configuration would

hol d down the anount of residential in the
nei ghbor hood and provide nore local retail than we
need, given that the | ow nunber of high density
housing wunits in the area conpared the rest of the
ot her parts of the District.

The nei ghbor hood now has a residenti al

character and we'd |like to keep that. Large scale
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retail would bring nore outside traffic and
residential parking is one of the top concerns of
residents in the area. W hope that the projected
retail density will not overload our parking capacity.

At this point, we need to comment on the
actual devel opnent of 9th Street near the Convention
Center, or perhaps we should say the non-devel oprent.

It seens as if the District devel oped
pl ans for a Convention Center oriented devel opnent
around the Convention Center, build the center, and
wal ked away; depending on the idea that build a
Convention Center and they will cone.

It is not working. The District needs to
take seriously the conpletion of a tourist oriented
package of which the center itself is just a part. It
need to sell that street to the outside folks to cone
and enjoy it. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN:. Chris Dyer?

MR DYER  Thank you for having us cone
and testify and thanks everyone for showi ng up. |'m
Christopher Dyer. | amthe Chair of the Comunity
Devel oprent Conmittee of ANC-2F. W had a specia
conmttee to review the CCASDP and these positions
have been formally endorsed by ANC 2F

Overall, the planis -- we're pleased that
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you' ve created a plan. However, the plan | acks
sufficient enphasis on infrastructure. |If it's to
support significant area devel opnent in residential
and commerci al popul ati ons envi sioned for the area,
addi ti onal parking needs to be planned now for this
ar ea.

Pl ans shoul d have identified several sites
that woul d be appropriate for |arge public, preferably
under ground parking lots. For exanple, the current
Parks and Recreations spot on 13th and S, and the
National Capitol Revitalization Corporation properties
at 7th and P and 8th and O

The plan also calls for redevel opnent of
school facilities and recreation areas such as Shaw
Juni or H gh and Shaw Recreation and Seaten. It should
explicitly incorporate the provision of underground
parki ng at those sites.

The other thing that the plan does not
ignore -- the plan seens to ignore is the need for
nore green space and recreation areas. The plan
correctly notes the study area falls in one of the
D. C. nei ghborhood clusters with the | east amount of
open space in the city. And we consider it absolutely
critical to the site to identify at |east one publicly

owned site of a reasonable size; either within the
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aegis of the study, or to be conpletely redevel oped as
a large multi-use residential park.

Al so, there needs to be adequate support
of basic utilities before resources are expended in
the public real marea such as streetscape design, al
terrain vehicle and bicycle | anes, and the underground
utility pipes.

The second provision is affordabl e
housi ng. The study nakes frequent nention of
encour agi ng affordabl e housing in the study area; but
identifies fewif any specific neasures to achieve
t hi s goal

W believe one of the nost acceptabl e ways
of promul gating affordable -- or pronoting affordabl e
housing in the study area woul d be through the
pronul gati on of amendnents to the zoning regul ati ons
to provide significant bonus density wth the overal
hei ght parameters of existing regul ations.

Al so, under social -- in regards to social
servi ce agencies, the plan | acks di scussion on soci al
servi ce agencies, community based residenti al
facilities, and church based charities.

There are sone specific sub-area concerns
we have, and 'mgoing to try to get themin in one

m nut e.
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The retail corridor. The community feels
the retail should be conpatible with the historic
district. The community al so supports redevel oprnent
of the O Street Market.

The 11th Street corridor, we feel that
recent and substantial residential devel opnent nakes
it inpractical to continue to zone it as a m xed
residential and commerci al zone and we suggest that
t here be sub-zoning and rezoning to nmake it primarily
residential, grandfathering the current existing
conmercial properties in the site.

And that, in a nut shell, is what we
t hought. W al so whol e heartedly endorse the notion
t hat Shaw and Seat en School areas need conpl ete
redevel opnent and we support nmany of the el enents
designed in the plan's recomendati on.

However, as noted, we believe there are
serious deficiencies with the current plan's
recomendations for this area and we support in
principal the notion of public/private partnerships
are an appropriate nechanismto explore the
redevel oprment of these two sites, provided that any
public/private devel opnment proposals be open to
substantive comunity input at the earliest possible

stage of the prelimnary planning.
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And if anyone wants a copy of this
recomendati on, please see nme after and we'll be happy
to get to you. And | thank you for this plat.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN:  That concl udes
testinony fromeveryone who has registered to speak
tonight. |Is there anyone here who did not register
who would like to provide comments? | see one, two,
three, four. GCkay. W'Ill go in that order. If you
want to start, sir. And please give your nanme and if
you're with any organizati on.

MR LUVSDEN. Hello. M nanme is Barry
Lunsden. [|'mthe owner of Lunsden's |nsurance Agency,
| ocated at 1525 9th Street, in the 1500 bl ock.

|'d just like to say that | opened up that
office at that |ocation in Decenber, and since that
time 1've had the opportunity to work in the comunity
and work along with the Seaten El enentary School in
putting on progranms with the students on a fire safety
program which we did; working with sonme of the | ocal
business in the area; also, working with the Shiloh
Bapti st Church.

As a new business in the area, | found it
out standi ng and remarkabl e that the rich heritage that
isinthe Shaw District. And | feel very proud to be

a part of this community of rich history.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

43

Rel ocating here from another state, | was
very fortunate enough to open up ny office here in the
Shaw area. Since that tine, ny purposes have gai ned
nore strength in being in that |ocation. That being
able to serve the community and the people that are in
t hat area

| have been able to not only serve them
but to be a viable part of their life, whether it
woul d be in property, casual life, retirenent, any of
the services that | offer.

| have found that al so that the comunity
itself; the people who are fromthe comunity; who are
fromthis area have found ne a wel cone breath of fresh
air as well.

Keeping that in mne, | wuld like to say
inreviewwng this strategic plan that I would hope
that the plan would include in the future zoning for
m xed type of residence, light commercial, as well as
resi dential .

| think that there can be a good

conbi nati on of the both. | found nyself shopping
quite frequently at the store here -- the G ant store.
However, | do know for a fact that if there was

anot her store, a small conveni ence store, that woul d

probably save ne a lot of time. And |'ve gone in
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there and the line is backed up 15 to 30 m nut es.

So, | think that the -- what | ask that
the conmttee would keep in mnd that the mxture in
the community is always a good thing and it shoul d be
| ooked at in the future to bring other |ike comercial
busi nesses in to support the conmunity that's going to
be a viable need to the conmmunity. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Sir? Wuld you pl ease
state your nane and organi zation you're wth?

MR LIU Ckay. M name's Alfred Liu. |
am an architect and open pl anner.

kay. | see the problemthat I'"'m-- the
dynamcs in this application planning is very good, is
a working situation. And | do think that the
important thing is not just corridor after corridor.
It's very sinplistic to say about this plan. And I
think it's the anount of commercial should be
devel oped within five years because of the -- you
know, a conprehensive plan shoul d be anended every
five years.

It may be too anmbitious and cause all the
nei ghbor hood has a suspicious to being pushed out. So
| think that you should have a co-advocacy planning in
such sense, of staging and to try to do the maxi mum or

m ni mum but you should acconmplish it in a five-year
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period. It's not just to drawa line, is corridor.
And 1'd like to see the reasoning on why we need so
much comercial space. And that will convince the

| ocal people they need it for their advantage rather
than just for the dunb people try to open up the
corridor for marketing purpose.

So |l think it is inportant that there's
nore work to be done. And especially in terns of
parking and infrastructure and all of the other
el ements shoul d be heavily discussed.

| think this is a very good begi nni ng.

Thank you.
CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Ma' anf
M5. HARRIS: Hello. M nane is Ronnie
Harris. 1'ma resident of Shaw. | live in Kel sey

Gardens and | also sit on the Board for the Kel sey
Gardens 2004 Tenant's Associ ati on.

| just wanted to go on record that |'ve
given M. Shaheen a copy of a brief letter statenent
fromthe Association that points out inaccurate
characterizations. On page 34 of the Devel opnent
Quide, it refers to Kel sey Gardens by stating nerely
that there is a developer with interests in
redevel opi ng Kel sey Gardens.

That statenent, it's true, but it doesn't
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tell the whole truth. The Tenant's Association has a
| egal right to purchase Kel sey Gardens in pursuant to
the District's Rental Housing Conversions and Sal e
Act .

Currently, we are engaged in negotiations
with the owner of the building for the purchase of
Kel sey Gardens. These negotiations are the result of
a court order issued by the Superior Court Judge
because the owners had refused to negotiate with the
Tenant's Associ ation as required by the Rental Housing
Conversation and Sal e Act.

| nstead of noving forward with an attenpt
to sell to the out of state devel oper referenced in
your devel opnent guide as part of the sane litigation
the justice also issued a prelimnary injunction
preventing the current owners fromselling the
building to any third party until the litigation has
concl uded.

|'mnot going to into any nore because you
do have this on file and I"msure that you will go
over it; consider it; and | guess rephrase sone of the
t hi ngs that you have.

And if you want to refer it to Kel sey
Gardens, if you can cone up with a better way.

Because we are going to purchase the building. Thank
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you.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. Sir?

MR FADLI: M nanme is KarimFadli. [|I'm
also a resident in Shaw. 1547 9th Street. First of
all, I was unaware of the neeting today. Like Ray and
anot her one of ny neighbors, | was just informed today
of the neeting. And | just think that there should be
aflier. You have ny e-mail now. And | just would
really appreciate it if | could be infornmed of the
neetings so | can attend them

The second issue | would like to talk
about is R4 being mxed use. | don't see a need for
t he 1500 bl ock and the 1600 block to go -- to transfer
over to conmmerci al

As far as R-4 being m xed use, they can
open up comercial, as long as it's agreed upon by al
of the residents.

And the third point 1'd |ike to touch on
is the Shiloh -- the abandoned properties in front of
ny residence. Al those properties, | have probably
called the police six or seven tines since | noved
into the area because there are people that are still
going in and out of those properties. They' re not
boarded up correctly.

| don't even know if this is where | bring
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that up, but sonmething really needs to be done there.
Because | conme in in the mddle of the night and
sonetimes may fear that somebody m ght junp out at ne.

And that's all. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN SHAHEEN: Thank you. |Is there
anyone el se here who has not spoken that is interested
in giving cooments? Wth that, that concl udes our
public hearing for this evening. Again, thank you for
comng out tonight. And it looks like it has not
started raining yet, so that's a good thing.

W are going to be submtting the docunent
for approval to Council by the end of the summer.

Then Council will schedule its hearing and, as usual
| will let you know when the hearing is schedul ed so
you can sign up for those to testify as well, if
that's sonething you're interested in. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the hearing was concl uded at

8:06 p.m)
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